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PREFACE. 


wee the ftudies of polite literature confidered as amufements 
only, they would be acknowledged, neverthslefs, to be of the 
moft virtuous and agreeable kind. ‘* Thele ftudies,” fays-the Roman 
Orator, “‘ are the nutriment of youth, and the deli ght of old age; the 
ornament Of profperity, and our refuge, our confolation in adv erfity ; 
an inexhauttible fource of fatisfaction at home, and not impediments 
abroad: they cheer us in the night, and accompany us in our rural re- 
treats, or more diftant excurfions.” 


What Tully fays of Literature in general, may, witliout impropriety, 
perhaps, be applied to all Periodical Mifcellanies, when conduéted with 
that attention to virtue and decorum, which is ever indifpenfable.. The 
young fcholar is no longer obliged to explore myitic columns, as.in the 
remoter ages of antiquity; nor to wade through venerable tomes, a$ was 
his fate only a century or two ago. The portable fize and eafy price of 

a Magazine, are calculated to furnifh the various pleafures of seading to 
every time of life, and every order of fociety. 


The prefent age, moreover, is particularly happy i in all the advantages 
of enquiry, long iptipat with unremitted ardour, and approaching, 
comparatively, to perfection. To the labours of their predecefiors the 
Witett have been indebted ; and if, in the rich “harvefts of Knowledge 
and Pleafure, which fucceffive cultivation has produced, the ConduGtors 
of Periodical Publications are not diftinguifhed among the more celebra- 
ted reapers, they may yet hope, that their gleanings have been neither 
ufelefs nor infignificant. They may be allowed, therefore, though ‘at a 
modeift diftance, to tread in the footfteps of a Socrates and an Addif on, 
of whom it has been obferved, that they brought down Knowledge fr om 
thofe heights that were acceflible only to profefied fcholars, and placed it 
within the reach of all, whe, to natural and common fenfe, added the 


advantage of a common education. 


What portion of fatisfaction we may derive from thefe confiderations, 
may be imagined from the conftant patronage we have experienced, 
during the publication of Seventy-feven Volumes, Veterans in the fer- 
vice of the Public, we have feen rival veterans either,advancing their 
price, or retiring from the conteft; while new competitors have emcr- 
get, flittered awhile im funfhjne, like the gaudy infects of a fummer 

day, and funk for ever into infignificance and oblivion; affording a fa- 

jutary leflon to all literary adventurers, not to infult the good fenfe of 
the Public, by thofe arrogant and -abfurd pretenfions to fuperiority, 
which generally terminate in the moft wretched execution. 


A Our 





PREFACE 


Our unieviating view has been to unite the ufeful to the agreealile ; to 
enrich our Mifcellany, not merely-with the tranfient topics of the day, 
but with fubjeéts calculated to'afford perpetual pleafure and inftruétion. 
Not to mention the various arts, fciences, and trades, deforibed in 
‘the courfe of our publication, and illuftrated with fuitable Plates; nor 
the Maps of almoft all the countries in the world ; which both to. 
gether include the moft ufeful information of a Cyclopedia and an 
Atlas; we have been attentive to digeft fome fubjects of greater im- 
portance, in the regular form of hiftorical narrative. The Hiftory of 
the great American Revolution, in particular, was commenced in our 
Magazine for O€ober 1776, continued occafionally fince, and con- 
cluded in our Magazine for December laft ; having been enriched with 
Maps‘of the Seats of War, and of all the American Colonies, Plans of 
Towns, &c. &c. Nor muft we omit to mention a complete Account 
6f Captain Cook’s lait celebrated Voyage, comprifed in fifteen Numbers, 
embellifhed ‘with a Chart of the Difcoveries, a fine Head of that great 
Navigator, and other interefting Copper-plates ; nor an accurate Hiftory 
of the Jate memorable Siege of Gibraltar, in three Numbers, finifhed 
in our laft Supplement. In our Biographical department, moreover, 
we have ever preferred the inftructive Lives of Men of Literature and 
Science : and our ‘ftudious Readers may perceive, with fatisfaétion, .2 
pleafing enquiry into -fome of the moft ftriking phenomena of Nature, 
‘in: a feries of Effays, entitled, «¢ The Contemplative Philofopher.” 


Attentive, thus, to anfwer the moft important ends of publication; 
happy in the fuccefs with which we have hitherto been honoured, and 
grateful for the candour and indulgence of our numerous Readers and 
Correfpondents, we have only to add, ‘that. as it.is our greateft pride and 


Pleafure to enjoy their approbation, our ynceafing endeavours will be 
exerted to deferve it. 





